himself a son, but superior to both; for intellect has EH
ulterior subsistence and is of itself lacking in nourish-
ment and intelligence, being placed the next in order to
that nature which is above every kind of want. Intellect,
however, enjoys true plenitude and intelligence, because
it possesses the first of all things ; but that which is prior
to intellect neither lacks nor possesses, for if this were the
case it would not be the Good itself.

PLOTINUS
(Trans. TAYLOR: izodifed and abridged;

Like as a falcon or an eagle tiring after wide circuits in
the windy spaces of heaven foldeth his wings and droppeth
to quiet cover, so urgeth the spirit towards that state
whose repose no desire troubleth nor delusion entereth.
That is its true being, from yearnings, from evil, and
from fear delivered. Like unto a man in the embrace of a
beloved wife, unaware of things without or things within,
is the spirit that is embraced by the all-discerning self.

(from The Upardshads)

Com pensive Nun, devout and pure.
Sober, stedfast, and demure.
All in a robe of darkest grain,
Flowing with majestick train.
And sable stole of Cipres Lawn,
Over thy decent shoulders drawn.
Com, but keep thy wonted state,
With even step and musing gate,
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